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Guidelines to completing the application form

These guidelines provide directions on how to complete the FONASO joint doctorate programme application form. They do not provide detailed comments on each part of the application form; these are seen as self-explanatory. Instead the guidelines explain how applications are assessed and thus what you should pay particular attention to when completing your application.

How are applications assessed?
First, applications are screened for eligibility. You should make sure that your application is complete – pay particular attention to the items mentioned in Part H (Checklist) of the application form.

Eligible applications are then evaluated by the FONASO Assessment Committee consisting of a number of senior scholars. The evaluation criteria are:

· Academic potential as indicated by (i) a very good second university degree; (ii) a research synopsis that closely relates to one of the research topics announced on the FONASO website www.fonaso.eu under Research Topics and demonstrates insight and interest in the subject; and (iii) documented research achievements, e.g. publications in international journals with peer review. This is the most important evaluation criterion.
· Recommendations from the two academic references.

· English proficiency.

Each of the three criteria is given a score from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent); eligible applicants must not score 3 or lower in any criterion. The three criteria are weighted 70, 15 and 15%. Overall average score is used to rank all applicants. The best applicants are short-listed and invited to develop full research proposals (in collaboration with their supervisors; FONASO will facilitate contact to supervisors). Short-listed applicants are notified by 1 November 2010. Full applications are due 15 December 2010. Short-listed applicants are invited to Europe for personal interview in mid January 2011. We expect to offer contracts to around half of the short-listed applicants. 
What should I pay particular attention to when preparing my application?
The evaluation criteria focus on your academic potential. Here is what we are looking for:

· Convincing research synopsis

Your doctoral study synopsis should be closely aligned with one of the announced research topics. You are free to use other titles than the working titles provided in the FONASO PhD Topic Catalogue but you must clearly specify the category and topic number you have chosen. Even though you have limited space, only 1500 words (excluding references), your synopsis should (i) be complete, i.e. include sufficient information to allow an evaluation, (ii) show that you have a good overview and understanding of the relevant literature and the key issues in the research topic field, (iii) contain research questions that you plan to answer, (iv) convince the Assessors that your choice of methods is sound, and (v) that you will be able to undertake the study, i.e. that you have the competences and a realistic work plan. End the synopsis by providing the word count (excl. references).
· Convincing written work

In your application you include an excerpt of your own scientific text (e.g. chapters from a thesis, a published scholarly paper or an essay written specifically for this application); this should be in English and should show your ability to write an academic document. Unpublished texts (such as from a thesis or an essay written specifically for this application) must not exceed 2000 words. The Assessment Committee will evaluate key items such as your understanding of problems, analytical skills, and ability to construct coherent arguments.

· Two strong recommendation letters

Letters of recommendation are assessed for additional evidence of your academic achievements, interests, and personal motivation. The Assessment Committee will take into account the academic experience of the referee, as a scholar and as a supervisor of successful doctoral candidates. You should therefore strive to get letters of recommendations from strong academics.

· Brief Curriculum Vitae

This should show your high level of academic achievement and/or relevant non-academic experiences. Include a complete list of your publications.
· Feed-back
Make your peers and, if at all possible, other experienced people read and comment on your research synopsis before you submit it. Use feed-back to revise and improve the synopsis.

· Consult research proposal writing guidelines

There are many good guides to how to write a convincing research proposal. Read some of these to get additional tips and inspiration on how to improve your proposal.
1
1
© FONASO 2011

